A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
earth from the air; the certain knowledge on the part
of the politicians, statesmen, diplomats, profiteers
and wire-pullers (hitherto quite safe) that they will
be among the first to die, and the threatened loss of
treasure by men of big business, may yet save the
honour of our youths and maidens, and stave off
the decay of our race; because suffering, to be known
and realised, has to be endured or visualised as a
certainty. But the 'interested rings5 which turn out
battleships and munitions will have to be watched
and kept in order, as avarice is a 'diehard/ And
again, many people were happy in the outbreak of
1914. I was one of them. I am now chastened> as
I have seen the suffering, I shall, of course, fight
again if I have to, in defence of my country; but
I advise other and wiser methods than war for the
settling of disputes I knew, in 1914, that I must
either get on or get under. Dug-out officers, more
particularly senior ones, welcomed war. To them
came power and pay without any danger. Unhappy
husbands and miserable wives welcomed war as a
way out and even courted death. Munition makers
and caterers, clothiers and countless other people
welcomed war. There will always be some who put
profit before patriotism.                      *
Youth sprang to the call but, thank God, British
youth always mil, if guided. Let us guide our youth
to the hard battle of peace.
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